OLD MAN BECOMES MILITARY GENERAL
our action would have served to unite them and forced them to organise themselves better. The reproach which you have mentioned arose from an over-estimation of our strength and ignorance of the local conditions. Our army was centred around Kiew. Had we attacked the Bolsheviks we should soon have had the German army against us, and how could we have withdrawn to Moscow, Petersburg and the other cities? With 50,000 to 60,000 men you cannot lay siege to such places as Petersburg, Moscow, Kiew, Charkow, etc., and hold them. The Russians would have taken other measures with us. My officers said the same. And I did not wish to be mixed up with the Russian parties, because throughout all the Entente countries Lenin's revolution was looked upon as a transitory episode. I sent a memorandum to Wilson in which I indicated that the political domination of the Bolsheviks would probably last for a long time. The German army was also of great political importance in Russia, because it had developed very strong influence in the Ukraine. Practical measures were then being taken to put the Pan-German programme into effect. I was well informed on that point. The Bolsheviks had made